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Message from our Chair - Anne 
 
Wow! What a lot is going on in the Ramblers and in our local Group to benefit not 
just our own members locally but all walkers everywhere. You can read all about it 
here, in our 2017 Autumn and Winter Newsletter and Walks Programme. 
 
Firstly there is our fantastic programme of walks led by our wonderful walk 
leaders who do a great job researching enjoyable walks to beautiful, fascinating 
and interesting places. Our Group walks are on Thursdays and Sundays but there 
are also Saturday Rail Rambles and walks of many different kinds and length you 
can join throughout the Shropshire Area nearly every day of the week plus new 
family walks too. Visit our Telford and East Shropshire page on Facebook if you 
want to see some photos. Thank you everyone who makes all this possible. 
 
We are also expanding our social events programme from our monthly Thursday 
pub and cafe lunches to holding social evenings. We held our first at Blists Hill 
Volunteers Centre in May, a really lovely easily accessible venue. With free food 
and wine it was a resounding success. We will be planning more for our 
forthcoming programme. Our next social will be after our short AGM in 
November, again at Blists Hill and we intend to make it an enjoyable evening. 
 
However, when you join the Ramblers you are joining more than a social walking 
club. We campaign to improve access to the countryside. Our Group has taken the 
initiative in fighting for new much needed footpaths, bridleways and cycle ways in 
the Severn Gorge across the Power Station site. You have probably read about this 
in the Telford Journal and Shropshire Star. I will be holding our short and social 
walk in November in Ironbridge. We are inviting local politicians to join us. We will 
walk some lovely paths in the Severn Gorge on the perimeter of the power station 
with outstanding views and a nice pub lunch after. We hope by showing 
politicians the area by walking through it, they will agree how much better it 
would be for locals and tourists if there were an improved Severn Way with more 
connected paths. 
 
Ramblers throughout Shropshire and the UK are trying to claim lost rights of way 
that have been missed off the definitive rights of way map before the deadline for 
claims in 2026. These include some important paths that have been used for over 
a century, but because they are not legally established rights of way they can be 
closed at any time when land changes ownership or a landowner just changes 
their mind. Broseley folk have asked T&ES Ramblers to investigate just such a path 
that is part in Telford and part in Shropshire and try to save it for our local 
communities to use forever. You may have used a path for years that isn't shown 
as a right of way on the OS map - if so please tell us about it. 
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Ramblers Central have also taken legal counsel to prevent Network Rail rolling out 
a programme of level crossing closures in East Anglia which we feared would be a 
blueprint for closures nationwide. Through negotiation many rights of way across 
crossings have been saved. Ramblers have also finally achieved their aim of 
creating an English Coastal Path after many years of lobbying and legal 
negotiations. 
 
You can read more about all our local activities in this newsletter. Even more 
information can be found by visiting our new website www.tesramblers.org.uk  
You can find out everything you need to know about our walks and how to get to 
them including driving directions; our campaigns and what to do about them; our 
activities keeping our local network of paths open and how you can help; plus all 
the extra personal benefits of being a member. This is just a small part of what 
your annual subscription funds, not to mention our financial support for walking 
for health to keep the nation fit and healthy.  
 
So thank you for your support for Ramblers. If you are an active walker past or 
present why wouldn't you want to be part of an organisation that does so much 
for walkers? You are a member of a great local and national charitable 
organisation, walk proud. 
 
Anne Suffolk    Chair Telford & East Shropshire Ramblers 
 

THE SHROPSHIRE WAY 
 
A group of Ramblers in Shropshire has formed the Shropshire Way Association to 
refurbish and to identify the Main Route of our local Long Distance Path – The 
Shropshire Way. In recent years, the exact route has become unclear and there is 
need for repair or replacement of broken stiles and for clearance work. The Main 
Route has now been defined. Volunteers including Ramblers and Parish Paths  
Partnership (P3) groups have already started work on the Southern loop from 
 

 
 

Shrewsbury with distinctive new waymarks, but which 
retain the familiar buzzard. Shropshire Council aim to 
carry out clearance work and stile repairs.  A formal 
launch is planned as part of the Wellington Walking 
Festival on Tuesday 12th September at Wrekin 
College, Wellington at 7pm. There will be an 
illustrated talk on the history of The Shropshire Way.   
Anyone who would like to be kept in touch about 
progress of this project, please send their email 
address to Marion at marionlaw@tiscali.co.uk 
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BUILDWAS POWER STATION CAMPAIGN 
 

 
is felt that this should not be incompatible with negotiating a path for walkers, 
riders and cyclists either through the site or alongside the River Severn or both.  
The Severn Gorge is an important area for tourism and leisure, including walking, 
but access around the boundary of the power station, while possible, is not easy 
due to steep slopes and it is a very long way round if you want to get to Buildwas 
Abbey and the villages beyond.  A new PROW through the power station site 
would be of real benefit for local people and visitors as it would help to improve 
connectivity for non-motorised transport. 

 

 

  
 

 
For more information or to send support see website www.tesramblers.org.uk or 
contact Anne Suffolk, Chair T&ES Ramblers    annesuffolk1@gmail.com  

 
 

Already we have expressions of support from 
Shropshire Councillors representing areas 
local to the site and from nearby Town 
Councils, T&W local access forum and from 
several walking and horse riding 
organisations.  We have had very positive 
coverage in the Shropshire Star and the 
Telford Journal. The Shropshire Council 
officer for Outdoor Leisure / Shropshire 
Great Outdoors is promoting the cause and 
will ensure that it goes on to the Strategy 
Board agenda. 
 
 

Right of Way ends at Buildwas Power Station entrance 

T&ES Ramblers have launched a 
campaign for a public right of 
way (PROW) at the old Buildwas 
Power Station and over the 
bridges leading to it. The power 
station is being decommissioned 
and the site will be sold off to 
new owners. There will be new 
development for which planning 
permission will be needed, but it 
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NOTES FROM THE FOOTPATH SECRETARY 
 

Walking in Summer and Autumn can often become a bit of a battle with nettles 
and other overhanging vegetation. So often walks are cut short or diverted by 
head-high bracken or crops obliterating a cross-field route. 

.    
 
You have the right and it helps everyone who walks after you. 
 
As Footpath Officer, I continue to liaise with T&W Council regarding footpath 
obstructions, diversions, closures and working towards getting all of the public 
rights of way on to the definitive map.  
 
Reporting Problems: 
If your walk is in Shropshire, you can report any problems through their website  
http://www.shropshire.gov.uk/outdoor-recreation/countryside-access-and-
public-rights-of-way/rights-and-responsibilities 
 
For the Telford&Wrekin area, the website is 
http://www.telford.gov.uk/   Click on ‘W’ for walking on Telford A-Z. Then select 
‘Walking’ and then ‘Report a Problem’.   
 
There are links to these websites plus further information about footpath 
problems and what to do about them on our website www.tesramblers.org.uk 
 
Paula Doherty, Footpath Secretary 
 
 

 
 

Of course, in an ideal world all our Rights of Way 
would be kept clear and beautifully waymarked, 
but we know different. If you come across such 
obstructions, please do contact the relevant Rights 
of Way Officer at either Shropshire Council or 
Telford and Wrekin. Action is not likely to be 
immediate but if we don’t report blocked paths, 
then there will certainly be no action. Cropping is 
a regular problem and farmers have a legal duty to 
keep a path clear of crops. Natural vegetation is 
the responsibility of the Local Authority.  We can 
all do our own bit to help. The absolute minimum 
width for a footpath is 1 metre. When possible, try 
to walk two-abreast along all routes. 
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FOOTPATH MAINTENANCE 
 

Some members of our path clearance group, together with members of 
Wellington Walkers are Welcome, have helped clear and waymark the new paths 
across the restored Huntington Farm open-cast coalfield site. This is a delightful 
area full of historical interest and it also connects to routes through the Wrekin 
Forest. It is well worth a visit. There is a small car park on New Works Lane. 
 

  
  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The Hutchison Way has been adopted by our 
maintenance group so work is ongoing 
regarding path clearance and signage. 
 
Some of our members are seen here hard at 
work in the Granville area of the Hutchison Way 
 
 

If you still have your Spring Edition of 
Ramblers’ Walk Magazine, take a look at 
page 26 where you will see a photo of some 
of our T&ES members helping to fix paths on 
Offa’s Dyke Path last November. Ramblers 
really making a difference! Here they are! 
 

If you would like to help this work 
and you have a couple of hours to 
spare, contact me:  Judy Pilgrim, 
co-ordinator of footpath 
maintenance team   
01952 275606  
judywalker@blueyonder.co.uk 
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ILLUSTRATED TALK AND SOCIAL EVENT at 
T&ES ANNUAL AGM 2017 

7.30pm on Tues Nov 14th 
Blists Hill Volunteers Centre 

 
This will be an interesting and informative evening with lots of chance to socialise 
and enjoy our famous home-made cakes, snacks and drinks as well. 
 
First there will be our annual AGM – this will be kept short – about half an hour. 
All the committee reports will be sent to members ahead of the meeting so that 
there will be no need to read them again at the AGM. However, there will be 
opportunity for questions and comments from the floor as well as the election of 
the committee and officers.  The AGM will be followed by an illustrated talk 
involving the outdoors – speaker to be arranged. 
 
Do come along to have your chance to input into how your group is run. Find out 
what Ramblers are doing apart from walking – looking after public rights of way 
for example and of course say what you think about the programme of walks that 
we offer. New ideas are always needed.  
 
Perhaps you would like to join the committee?  New members are very welcome. 
 
If you wish to propose a motion at the AGM, this needs to be submitted in writing 
to the secretary, Jo Henderson no later than 2 weeks before the date of the AGM. 
jhendo@tiscali.co.uk   or 01952 595302 
 

SHROPSHIRE AREA AGM 
Wellington Methodist Church 

2pm on Saturday Jan 27th 2018 
Speaker to be arranged 

A copy of the calling notice, a nomination form and details of Area Council’s 
elected posts are included in the mailing of this programme.  
There will be a short 5 mile morning walk before the meeting around the Ercall 
and Limekiln Woods where you can see footpath improvements work done by 
Wellington Walkers and Ramblers members. All Group members are welcome to 
join this walk. 
Please note: The Area Report will be sent to members by email in early January 
and will also be available on the Area website:   www.shropshireramblers.org.uk 
Printed copies will not be posted out unless specifically requested. In this case, 
apply direct to Gill Steed, the Area Secretary on 07780 570121 or email at 
gillian_Steed@hotmail.com 
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THE SIXTH WELLINGTON WALKING FESTIVAL 
September 11th to 17th 2017 

 
Once again. Wellington Walkers are Welcome have organised their popular 
walking festival. There is something for everyone. Guided walks range in length 
and demand from 30 minute easy terrain walking to much longer walks of up to 
12 miles. There are also many themed events based on local and historical 
interest, an evening talk about The Shropshire Way as a Long Distance Path and a 
Film Night.   
 
All walking events are free, but a donation of £2 per adult will be very gratefully 
received to help defray the cos t of putting on the festival and the ongoing work 
of the Wellington Walkers are Welcome group. Some events need to be booked -
check out website:  www.wellingtonwalkersarewelcome.org.uk/Festival.html 
 

FESTIVAL OF WINTER WALKS  
Saturday Dec 23rd 2017 to Sunday Jan 7th 2018 

This national Ramblers’ walking festival runs over the Christmas and New Year 
period. There will be group walks available for anyone to join all over the country. 
These will be led by members of local Ramblers’ groups, by Ramblers’ Area and by 
other participating groups.  
 
Check out the Ramblers website for full details:  www.ramblers.org.uk 
If you are away over the Christmas and New Year period, there could be 
something for you. 
 
Here in Shropshire, there will be walks led by different Ramblers’ and other 
affiliated groups on every day between Boxing Day and New Year.  Details on the 
Shropshire Area website:  www.shropshireramblers.org.uk  
 
T&ES will lead a 6 mile morning walk on Sunday Dec 31st - Around the Severn 
Gorge. Details in our Walks Programme - Do join us – ALL WELCOME 
 

CHRISTMAS LUNCH WALKS 
A festive fix on the calendar – enjoy a morning winter walk to build up an appetite 
followed by lunch at a local pub. Details in the Walks Programme but note the 
dates for your diary. 
 

Thursday Dec 7th 
About 6 miles around Cheswardine 

with lunch at the Fox and Hounds pub 

Sunday Dec 17th 
6/7 miles around Cardington with lunch 

at The Royal Oak pub 
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FAMILY WALKS 
Our new venture to get families out walking with Ramblers 

There is something special about a family walk – time spent together relaxing, fun 
exploring woods and fields, looking at wildlife. But with the demands of modern 
life, it is sometimes difficult for families to know where to go for a walk – what are  
 

  
carriers and for small children and two are also pushchair friendly.  
So bring your children, grandchildren, nephews, nieces, small friends and put the 
dates in your diaries –  
 Sun Oct 22nd – Coalbrookdale 
 Sun Nov 12th – Haughmond Hill 
 Sun Jan 28th – All Around the Wrekin Woods 
For full details, see the ‘Walks programme’ 

 
 

 
 

Thanks to our Sponsors 
This Newsletter and Walks Programme is sponsored by Ramblers Worldwide 
Holidays and HF Holidays. Check out their adverts in the Walk Programme.  
 
Remember that if you make a holiday booking with RWH, our group can benefit 
financially through the walking partnership. Quote our group name – Telford and 
East Shropshire and for each person booking our group receives £10 for a UK 
holiday, £20 for short-haul abroad and £30 for long-haul abroad.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

the good places to go? So as a new 
initiative, together with Shrewsbury 
Ramblers, we are offering 3 Sunday 
morning walks in this programme 
especially aimed at families. They are 
short walks with lots of things to 
interest small children on the way 
and at a child-friendly pace too. All 
three are suitable for babies in back- 
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RAIL RAMBLES 
Guided walks from Railway Stations in Wales and the Marches 

 
Rail Rambles is organised by a number of Ramblers’ members, including several of 
our own walks leaders, who produce the programme of walks with the support of 
Arriva Trains Wales and Powys Area Ramblers. The aim is to encourage everyone 
to use public transport instead of cars to access some of the wildest and most 
beautiful areas of Britain. 
In most cases, walks go from one station to another on railway lines radiating out 
from Shrewsbury with connecting trains from Telford and Wellington. Walks take 
place mainly on Saturdays with one Wednesday walk each month. This 
arrangement gives a good alternative for anyone who cannot come on the 
Thursday or Sunday walks in our T&ES programme. 
Two grades of walk are offered and the walks are led by Ramblers members who 
are therefore insured to do this and who have a wealth of experience. 
 
Do think about joining some of these walks – visit  www.railrambles.com   

 
IN CASE OF EMERGENCY - ICE 

 
Walking is one of the safest activities and brings many health benefits, both 
physical and mental. However, accidents can happen. In the last year, there have 
been incidents involving sprained or broken ankles and a broken wrist. In these 
cases, the sufferer is still in a position to communicate with anyone helping them, 
and if necessary, their next of kin can be notified.  
 
However, we are concerned that should someone have an accident which renders 
them unconscious or worse, the walk leader or emergency services would need to 
have emergency contact details for that person. Many people have ICE (In Case of 
Emergency) details on their mobile phones or carry a card with the information. 
  
We feel that as a Ramblers Group, we should take some responsibility for this too. 
In the coming months we hope to provide credit card size laminated ‘In Case of 
Emergency’ cards for all members joining us on our walks. To start with, these will 
be handed out at the start of a walk so that walkers can write in their details (we 
will provide a suitable pen!) and then keep the card in an accessible place in their 
rucksack, pocket or wallet. We recommend that walkers carry this card with them 
on all walks. Walk leaders and committee members will have spare cards available 
for new members or for anyone who has mislaid theirs. 
 
We hope to make this system work to enable us to manage our risks, no matter 
how small they may be. 
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YOUR LOCAL GROUP  
Your local Ramblers Group (Telford and East Shropshire) looks after the footpaths 
in our area by opposing closures unfavourable to walkers and by helping to keep 
paths marked and clear of obstructions. It also organises this programme of walks 
and other events for members. 
 
If you require any further details, please contact a committee member: 
 

Chair Anne Suffolk 07903 325011 
annesuffolk1@gmail.com 

Acting Secretary Jo Henderson 01952 595302 

Footpath Secretary Paula Doherty 01952 813520 
pauladoherty@tiscali.co.uk 

Membership 
Secretary Anne Sumner 01952 810444 

arsumner@googlemail.com 

Treasurer Cary French 01952 403828 

Programme Secretary Pam Day 01952 460828 
pamrambler@btinternet.com 

Assistant Programme 
Secretary Anne Furlong 01952 460715 

Publicity Secretary Anne Suffolk 07903 325011 

Minutes Secretary Anne Wheeler 07946 627693 

 
Other committee member – Mick Coats  01952 810747 
 
Non-committee member in charge of footpath maintenance team: 
Judy Pilgrim   01952 275606    judyawalker@blueyonder.co.uk  
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