
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

THE RAMBLERS 
 

Telford and East Shropshire Group 
 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 

to be held by  
 

ZOOM 
 

Virtual Meeting 
 
 

FRIDAY  20th  NOVEMBER 2020 
 

at 7.30pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Ramblers ‘Association is a registered charity England & Wales no.1093577.Scotland no.SC039799 
 
 
 



 

 

AGENDA 
 
1 Apologies 
 
2 Minutes of AGM held on 19th November 2019 
 
3 Matters arising 
 
4 Group Annual Reports 
 Chair Anne Suffolk 
 (including Publicity / Web Secretary) 
 Treasurer Mike Cull 
 Programme Secretary    Jane Warman 
 Membership Secretary  Pam Day  
 Footpath Secretary Paula Doherty 
 
5 Formal Approval of Accounts 
 
6 Formal Resignation of Officers and Committee  
  
7 Re- Election of Officers and Committee 
 
8 Area Address by Area Executive   Officer 
 
9 Any other business. 
 
  
 
If you wish to propose a motion at the AGM, this needs to be 
submitted in writing to the Secretary Jo Henderson, no later than two 
weeks before the date of the AGM, or phone 01952 595302 or email 
secretarytesr@gmail.com 
 

 
 
 

 



 

 

1 
Minutes of Telford and East Shropshire Ramblers AGM 19th 

November 2019 – The Old Police Station Shifnal. 
 
PRESENT   
Bob Mitchell; Ann Holt, Hamish Kirkpatrick; Betty Belloch; Phil Cooper; 
Karen Cooper; Marie Francis; Jane Warman; Jean Riddell; Geoff 
Lambert; Linda Hollins; Doreen Bates; Alan Gregory; Jane Gregory; 
Martin Gibbons; Vanessa Le Breton; Richard Inett; John Pattison; John 
Goodworth; Dot Cox; Bob Alton; Ron Vaughan; Trevor French; Pamela 
Hill; Mike Moor; Mike Clough; Graham Chambers; Peter Jackson; John 
McCartney; Mandy McCartney; Kath Clifton; Marion Law; Wendy 
Stevens; Graham & Sue Podmore; Naomi Wrighton; Paula Doherty; 
Dave Hart; Peter Carr (Area Chair); Tim Day; Cary French; Anne 
Wheeler; Anne Suffolk; Pam Day; Anne Furlong; Jo Henderson; Dave 
Evans; Yvonne Field  Gill Steed John Box (50) 
 
APOLOGIES  
Alan Hill; Liz and Brian Willoughby; Martin Howitt; Hilary Davies. 
 
MINUTES OF AGM 13TH NOVEMBER 2018 
Minutes were accepted 
 
MATTERS ARISING  
There were no matters arising. 
 
CHAIRS REPORT 
Anne Suffolk reported a successful year with improvements to our 
path network, inclusion in discussion of the Ironbridge Power Station 
site plan. The T50 Trail has been waymarked in both directions, 
Hutchison Way, Shropshire Way route marking has been completed. 
Clearance work has been carried out. Through Paula we are working 
on increasing footpath signage especially where a right of way leaves a 
road.  Our Programme of walks has been varied and thanks go to Jane 
and all the leaders who have offered walks. 
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TREASURERS REPORT 
Cary was happy to report that thanks to our members who go on 
Ramblers Holidays we receive payment from them which help 
considerably towards our costs, particularly postage which is our 
largest expenditure. Thanks to Phil Cooper for examining our Accounts. 
She also announced she is standing down from her post as Treasurer 
this year but will stay on the Committee. 
 
FORMAL RESIGNATION OF OFFICERS AND RE-ELECTION OF 
COMMITTEE 
All Officers stood down.  All were re-elected to the Committee. Mike 
Cull was proposed and elected on to the Committee as our new 
Treasurer.  Richard Inett was also proposed and elected on to the 
Committee. 
 
ADDRESS FROM PETER CARR. SHROPSHIRE AREA CHAIR. 
Peter talked briefly about the work being carried out by The Ramblers 
particularly workshops, training days and on-line information.   
He then talked about his time as Chair of Shropshire Ramblers for the 
last 9 years and how it had been a pleasure for him and a very big 
learning curve, it was interesting how he wished he knew then what he 
now knows from experience gathered over the years.  During his time 
a strong relationship with Shropshire Council had been forged.  Area 
Constitutional changes have taken place and much more Professional 
help is available for groups. He was presented with a card and a gift. 
 
SPEAKER - MR JOHN BOX.    
Mr Box, a Trustee of SGCT, he has specialised in Urban ecology, post-
industrial sites and habitat translocation. He started working in Telford 
in 1983 based in Stirchley. 
He explained how Telford had developed from an Industrial landscape 
into what we see today, particular emphasis on open spaces, 
heathland, wooded areas and meadows, and how this is now 
managed. Housing, industrial units, shopping centres and schools then 
grew as the population increased. It was illustrated with slides of then 
and now.  Mr Box was thanked by Cary and a small gift was presented. 
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A Special Presentation from Ramblers Head Office was made to Anne 
Suffolk (Chair) by Marion Law (Honorary President of Shropshire 
Ramblers) commending her for all she has done to enhance the aims of 
the Ramblers. 
 
Meeting closed at 8.30 pm,   
We then all enjoyed the social part of the evening. Tea, coffee, 
homemade cakes, savouries and wine. 
 
 

Telford and East Shropshire (TES) Ramblers Chair's Annual 
Report 2020 (Including Group Publicity Officer and Webmaster 

and Area Rep Annual Reports) 

Summary 

Our Group has continued to work on behalf of walkers and walking 
throughout our local area in 2020. Much of this work has been less 
visible to members as face to face contact has been restricted for much 
of the year due to the Covid pandemic, however, it has continued via 
online meetings, phone and email. We have helped to protect, enhance 
and hopefully extend our footpath network, reporting problems, 
supporting evidence claims for unrecorded rights of way, commenting 
on planning applications and opposing attempts to close paths. We 
offered a successful programme of walks up to lockdown. We restarted 
a limited programme post lockdown, although we have found many of 
our 'old walkers' have not returned to group led walks, we have 
welcomed new walkers and new members on walks and our 
membership has increased. These key aspects of our work are fleshed 
out in individual officer reports. 

Improvements to path network We submitted a detailed written 
response to the planning application for the Ironbridge Power Station 
site, working collaboratively with Ramblers Shropshire Area and the  
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Chair of the Telford Local Access Forum. Comments were about the 
need for a 'walking environment' for both residents and visitors, new 

public rights of way through and around the site rather than 'permissive 
paths', shared use paths with equestrians and cyclists especially those 
connecting with the disused railway (Severn Valley Way), non vehicle 
use for the bridges, traffic calming and management around pedestrian 
routes and road crossings and interconnectivity with other major 
cycling, equestrian and walking long distance routes.  

Promoting walking locally 

We continue to work collaboratively with other walking groups and to 
support projects and initiatives that promote walking, including local 
Walkers Are Welcome groups and the Shropshire Way Association. Four 
of our members are on the T50 committee, including the TES Chair and 
Footpaths Officer. We participated in a new initiative to create new 
short local circular walking routes on and linked to the Telford T50 50 
Mile Trail, these are available to upload as gpx and walk description files 
from the Trail website. The Chair was invited to participate in an 
initiative by Broseley Town Council and Broseley Walkers Are Welcome 
to promote walking and outdoor leisure tourism, monitoring local paths 
and publicising local routes. It is hoped a book of walking routes around 
Broseley, Barrow and Jackfield will be published, with new signboards 
for the town trail and other information boards which will include 
walking routes. We continue to meet Councillors from Shropshire and 
Telford and Wrekin Local Authorities to discuss the benefits of walking 
and an accessible footpath network. Our website and Group pages on 
Ramblers website have been improved. Our Facebook followers 
increased from 425 to 671; most are non-members. We have shared and 
commented on posts with local councils and community organisations 
and have been shared in return. I was interviewed three times on Radio 
Shropshire about walking in Shropshire. We hope in this way we will be 
able to build on the 'new walkers' who started to explore their local  
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paths for the first time during the Covid lockdown and even if they do 
not join they will be well disposed towards us. 

Regional and national networking and campaigning with and through 
Shropshire Area 

I was elected Vice Chair of Shropshire Ramblers and I have attended 
Shropshire Ramblers Area Executive and Area Council meetings on 
behalf of the Group. There will be a full report on the work of the 
Ramblers Shropshire Area at our AGM. I have also participated in on line 
conferences with other Ramblers Areas and National Ramblers lead 
officers. This has enabled our Group to feedback on important national 
issues such as walking during the pandemic and the attitudes of land 
owners, the role of walk leaders in managing risk assessments, the 
proposals to criminalise trespass, planning reforms and claiming historic 
rights of way.  We are also working with the Ramblers Area Environment 
Officer over planning issues, in particular we will be liaising over the 
worrying proposals to build extensively in the green belt in East 
Shropshire - in Shifnal, Tong and Bridgnorth. 

The future and your own role in the Ramblers 

Our Group needs new volunteers to help take our work forward. 
Although all our post holders are standing for re-election we do need 
new blood on the committee as people have indicated they may wish to 
step down at the end of 2021, including our Secretary and Footpaths 
Officer. 

We need someone with strong feelings about protecting our walking 
environment, to challenge planning applications that could harm our 
paths network and local open spaces. Is this what interests you?  

However, you don't need to be on the committee, just willing to spend 
a couple of hours now and then. We would particularly like to work with  
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people interested in claiming unrecorded historic rights of way (a 
Ramblers national priority for 2021).  

If you walk local paths regularly could you become a local Path Guardian 
and report overgrown vegetation to us, so our maintenance team can 
sweep into action? There is guidance on how to report path obstructions 
and signage problems on our website and in our newsletters.  You might 
want to join our path maintenance team? 

How about shadowing one of our walk leaders on a recce with a view to 
finding out more about navigation and route planning? Who knows, it 
may lead to inspiring you to plan your own walks and lead them for us. 
Ramblers are looking to offer more online navigation and walk leading 
training events in 2021, look out for details. 

We know our newsletter readers enjoy articles written by members 
about favourite walks, walking holidays or why they joined us. No 
expertise or technical knowledge is needed to write articles for our 
newsletter, or post news, events, photos and information to help keep 
our Facebook and web pages up to date. If you can use a PC, tablet or 
laptop, and have the ability to write, attach and send files; to cut, copy 
and paste text or photos, you could be a great help. Just ask me or a 
committee member. 

Finally, we miss seeing and hearing from some of our regular walk 
leaders and regular walkers. Please, if you have stopped walking solo, or 
with our group during 2020, please tell us why this is and consider 
restarting.  Although both numbers and car sharing are restricted at 
present, we do and will respond to what our members want. All our 
walks are, and must be, compliant with Covid health and safety 
guidance. At present this means we need to limit cars as car sharing is 
discouraged, as well as limiting people to ensure safe social distancing, 
so we are taking between 6 and up to 12 walkers at the leader's 
discretion. If walks are oversubscribed we will try to put on more, so 
please don't think you are depriving someone of a place by booking. If  
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you want more local, shorter or longer walks or to resume going further 
into the hills or into other areas, or walks designed to rebuild fi 

Ramblers National Award 

I was awarded this for "innovation": promoting walking locally through 
the work on the development of the Telford T50 50 Mile Trail, writing 
the guidebook, working collaboratively with other walking groups and 
organisations. As it recognised collaborative effort it goes without 
saying that this could not have been achieved without the input of 
fellow Ramblers Naomi Wrighton, Pam Hill and Paula Doherty, also of 
Wellington Walkers Are Welcome, Marches LDWA and Ironbridge 
Walking Festival Group. 

Special Thanks 

Thank you to our committee, walk leaders, path maintenance team and 
our members for all your support over the last 12 months in difficult 
circumstances. Even if you were not able to join with us in person we 
know you were with us in spirit.  We hope that you will continue to 
actively participate and to support us in our charitable aims to speak for 
walkers and protect our paths , nationally, regionally and locally.  

Anne Suffolk - Chair TES Ramblers 
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Treasurer’s Report - Mike Cull  
 
Telford and East Shropshire Ramblers 
 
Statement of Accounts 01/10/2019 – 30/09/2020 
 
Opening balance Bank Account  
1st October 2019.                      £418.80 
 
    Income   Expenditure 
 
Ramblers budget Allowance £352. 56 
RWH travel payments  £220. 00 
Postage      -£123. 22 
Walks Programme and Newsletter   -£217. 00 
AGM       -£123. 48 
Admin costs (Stationary etc.)      -£49. 54 
Publicity                 £. 00 
HF Holiday Payments    £50. 00 
 
    ____________________________ 
     £622. 56   -£513. 24 
 
Income over Expenditure      £109. 32 

 
 
Closing Balance Bank Account 
30th September 2020                 £528. 12 
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Programme Secretary’s Report October 2019 – September 2020           
Jane Warman 
 
Well – as I write this – what a year it’s been!! 
Our Autumn/Winter Programme got off to a great start and some 
excellent walks were enjoyed by all – our usual mix of hills, mountains, 
waterfalls, canals, old railways, rivers, streams, pubs, mud! Once again, 
our walk leaders, who continue to give up their time and expertise to 
offer walks to all corners of our region, came up with a programme full 
of width and variety. We enjoyed all that our local area has to offer, in 
excellent company. We welcomed new members, visited pubs and tea 
rooms, celebrated Christmas together and hosted 58 walkers on our 
New Year’s walk for the Ramblers’ Festival of Winter Walks!  
 
Our Spring/Summer Programme was set, we were thinking of ways to 
possibly extend our walk offer and then – everything – life somehow – 
got cancelled. The pause button was pressed and sometimes it feels 
like it hasn’t re-started. We knew that this would have, and continues 
to have, a huge impact on some of our leaders and members but we 
also felt it was important to find some way forward. Walking is hugely 
beneficial – it does you good and makes you feel good! 
 
So, once the guidance changed and Ramblers gave us the go-ahead, 
we’ve been offering two walks on each of our normal walking dates 
since the beginning of July. As groups could only be small, we felt it 
important to offer more walker spaces and a wider variety of distances 
to accommodate all aspects of our membership. Walks were planned 
and advertised weekly, to ensure that we were in line with current 
guidelines. Booking was, and remains, essential, to provide details for 
contact tracing and ensuring numbers are not exceeded. We put in a 
delay on booking to try to give more people the chance to see the walk  
adverts before places were booked up. At all points we’ve tried to 
make things as fair and accessible as possible, but things have had to 
be run online, as the only way of getting information out on a weekly 
basis. Apologies if this has seemed unwieldy – we’ve tried! 
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TES Ramblers was one of the first local groups to re-start walking and 
with the largest number of walks. Walk leaders have been brilliant, 
preparing and leading walks at very short notice. Many, many thanks 
to you all.  Walks have generally been well attended and have 
welcomed more new walkers – welcome to the Ramblers! And we’ve 
had some cracking walks! People often dismiss the Telford area as a 
place for walking, but we’ve been taken to some lovely places and all 
found something new to wonder at. It really is a fascinating place, with 
lots of green and lovely views. 
 
Going forward, we’ve had to reduce our walk offer back to one – 
leaders can’t keep putting walks on and as yet many leaders are not 
able to offer walks. We need to pace ourselves! It looks like this will be 
the way of things for a good while longer. We’re now leaving the 
number of walkers on a walk to the leader’s discretion, how many they 
feel comfortable with, what sort of walk it is, the available parking at 
the start etc. This is clearly shown in the walk advert so that everyone 
knows the size of group they will be meeting but the committee have 
decided that there should be no more than 12 in a group. Guidelines 
allow us to lead groups of up to 30 but this felt neither feasible nor 
appropriate to us. Walk adverts are hopefully coming out fortnightly 
now and we’ve taken out the delay before booking to make things 
simpler. And things will change! I’ve just received a further update 
from Ramblers to make us aware that we shouldn’t be travelling to or 
from High Risk areas, or lockdown areas in Wales, when joining or 
planning a walk. I don’t think that’s us yet but…….. 
 
BUT IT IS IMPORTANT TO KEEP GOING. Hopefully, even if you are not 
currently joining us, you are still getting out in our lovely countryside, 
possibly with a few friends you’ve met through Ramblers, over local 
paths and byways. And that’s why Ramblers must keep going, to keep  
connecting people and places. Passing on all that local knowledge of 
routes, history, nature, folklore – you name it – and keeping paths 
open and accessible for future generations. And as you are planning 
and organising all these little treks, please remember I’m after some 
new walk leaders!!!! You’ll have had plenty of practise! Here’s to 2021! 
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Membership Secretary Report October 2020 – Pam Day 
 
The membership for T&ES Ramblers as at Oct 1st 2020 stands at 267. 
This is the highest that it has been for a good few years and it is 
heartening to see that we have gained 30 new members since January 
2020. Of these new members, one person has resigned but the rest are 
still with us. During the year, several more long-standing members 
have left for various reasons – certainly age and the inability to join in 
with group walks any more is a reason for some. 
 
This has been a strange year in so many respects. Some members have 
chosen to allow their membership to lapse while the Covid19 situation 
is so uncertain – for several months, there were no group walks at all 
and even now, numbers are restricted in our group. For many people, 
participating in group walks is the main reason for their membership 
and obviously this has not been possible in the normal way. 
 
However, during lockdown in April and May, there was a national 
surge in interest in walking and Ramblers membership has benefitted 
from this. It is to be hoped that these new members stay with us, that 
they feel welcome when they come along on our walks and that they 
are able to participate more fully when things return to normal. 

 

TES Footpath Secretary Report – Annual Report October 2020 – Paula 
Doherty 

 
We have an abundance of long-distance paths passing through our 
area: the Severn Way, Shropshire Way, Ironbridge Way, Cross Britain 
Way, Monarch’s Way, Hutchison Way, Jack Myton Way and of course 
the new T50. In a year when the freedom to access the countryside  
using our network of rights of way has been cherished even more 
keenly than usual, we have all learned to love our short local paths as 
much as the long-distance routes. Our rights of way network is so  
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important for everyone to enjoy – but it needs constant work to 
protect and improve it. This what we try to do. 
 
Late in 2019 fresh obstructions and erosion of the Severn Way in the 
area west of Dale End Park were brought to our attention. The T&W 
Rights of Way Officer successfully cleared the obstructions and has 
promised to look into ‘soft’ engineering solutions to tackle the erosion. 
Later in the year he organised for the route to be kept clear of the 
inevitable lush vegetation that grows so close to the river. 
 
The Hutchison Way runs from Wellington to Newport and this year has 
seen a dispute develop over the exact line of the path as it passes 
alongside New House Farm in Lilleshall. Both the Rights of Way Officer 
and the Parish Council are involved in trying to resolve the matter, but 
it could take many years before a solution is found. 
 
The Monarch’s Way and T50 both pass through land used by the Great 
Hay, Horsehay and Telford Golf Clubs. There is a mismatch between 
what is on the ground, the OS map and the T&W digital mapping. 
While the Monarch’s Way has been re-waymarked, we await 
clarification from T&W before we can request the installation of 
marker posts on the T50. 
 
The Shropshire Way is in dire need of a new kissing gate at the top of 
Lydbrook Dingle and some replacement stiles just outside Little 
Wenlock. An appeal for action has been sent to T&W. 
 
Last year I wrote that I hoped that many niggling issues in the Waters 
Upton/Great Bolas parishes would be resolved soon – sadly there has 
been no progress here despite site visits and promises.   
 
In February I delivered an application, fully supported by witness 
statements, for an unrecorded right of way in Longford (Church Aston) 
to be added to the Definitive Map. This has been added to the register 
of applications which currently number 124. 
 



 

 

13 
I continue to liaise closely with Andrew Careless, the RoW Officer for 
T&W, regularly reporting complaints about cropping and ploughing, 
damaged stiles and missing finger posts. Disappointingly, and to my 
increasing frustration, I get little communication back, so it’s often 
difficult to know if action has been taken on issues raised.  
 
The last LAF meeting I attended was 15th Jan 2020. I am a member of 
the Friends of the T50 as well as the ‘champion’ for the section of the 
Shropshire Way from Ironbridge to Little Wenlock, which I try to walk 
twice a year.  
 
Our Footpath Clearance Group has, understandably, not met this year. 
Thanks go to Hamish for continuing to manage the Group. On a 
personal note – I intend to stand down from the Committee and this 
post in a year’s time. If anyone would like to find out more about the 
role please feel free to contact me directly, or via the Committee.  
 
 
 


