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Great for you...
Great for the
environment.

Excellent
workmanship...
Guaranteed.
10 YEAR GUARANTEE

If you find better for less -
we’ll beat the price*

LOOKING FOR ANEWCONSERVATORY?
buy conservatories direct from the manufacturer

70P WHERE SOLD

HEALTH

Telford & Wrekin
sees dramatic rise
in weight loss ops
THE number of NHS obesity operations
has increased six-fold in 10 years – with
the most taking place in Telford & Wre-
kin. There were 6,438 gastric bypass and
gastric band operations performed on the
NHS in 2015/16. That was up from 1,038
in 2005/06.
The most procedures were in Telford

and Wrekin, with an average of 61 proce-
dures per 100,000 population, including
93 per 100,000 women. The national av-
erage is 12 but there were just three per
100,000 in both West Norfolk and West
Leicestershire. The figures, released by
NHS Digital, reveal the North East has
the highest rate of surgery, followed by
the West Midlands and London.
Consultant John Loy, a bariatric sur-

geon at the Royal Shrewsbury Hospital,
insisted the operation is worth it.
He said: “It really is effective surgery.

Conditions such as diabetes, sleep apnoea
and hypertension are all resolved. Type
2 diabetes and its complications cost the
NHS £14 billion a year.”
Weight-loss operations are only availa-

ble on the NHS after all other treatments
have failed.
Tam Fry, of the National Obesity

Forum, said: “It is lamentable we have
this many people so morbidly obese they
need surgery. Sadly, many more than this
will be needing bariatric surgery but lack
of money in the NHS means they haven’t
been able to get it.”

POLITICS

Labour candidate
to be announced
LABOUR’S candidate to stand for Tel-
ford’s seat in the upcoming general elec-
tion is due to be announced tomorrow
(Friday).
An announcement had been set to be

made on Monday, but was put back due
to the volume of applications for seats
around the country.
Councillor Kevin Guy, chairman of

Telford Constituency Labour Party, said:
“There has been such a huge amount of
applications that we are holding off until
Friday.
“There have been a number of external

applications.”

FOOTPATH
PLAN FOR
GORGE SITE

A NUMBER of groups are putting forward interest in the future of the
Ironbridge Power Station site, as its owners say it is still “early days”
in finding out its fate.
Telford & East Shropshire Ramblers want a new public right of way created

along the south bank of the River Severn and one of the bridges linking to the
former power station in Buildwas to be deemed a public right of way.
They group says the power station has presented an obstacle for people wishing to walk

in the gorge, and are appealing for public backing for their proposals.
They are the latest in a number of organisations who are forming plans in the hopes of

using the former power station site.
Anne Suffolk, chair of Telford & East Shropshire Ramblers, said: “Buildwas Power Sta-

tion is, and has long been, a major physical obstacle to walkers, cyclists and horse riders,
local people and tourists, wishing to use the spectacular and historic Ironbridge Gorge for

transport, amenity and leisure.
“To get around it walkers have to use

steep, stepped paths unsuitable for families
with small children while horse riders and
cyclists simply reach a dead end.
“If a new right of way were created we

would have the opportunity to improve lin-
ear and circular links between all the major
long distance leisure walking, cycling and
horse riding routes in the Severn Gorge
area, including the Severn Way, Shropshire
Way, Jack MyttonWay, Silkin Way andMer-
cian Way. We would have better and safer
walking, riding and cycling routes between
the tourist sites in the gorge, Buildwas
Abbey and the towns of Ironbridge, Much
Wenlock and Broseley and nearby villages
on both sides of the River Severn.”
Uniper, the owner of the former site in

Buildwas announced in February that it
was putting the 141-hectare site up for sale.
The company said it had reached the

decision to seek a buyer after consider-
ing a number of options for the site. The
coal-fired and latterly biomass power sta-
tion which had been generating on the site
ceased operations in November 2015.
Speaking today, Gill Dickinson, a spokes-

woman for Uniper, said it was still “early
days” in the sale of the site.
Decommissioning work at Buildwas is

now in its final stages and demolition plans
are being drawn up along with the site sale
process.
West Mercia Police Dog Training Unit

has temporarily been given permission to
use the site to train some of its animals and
handlers.
Councillors and groups from both Shrop-

shire and Telford & Wrekin are hoping to
work with Uniper on the future of the site,
which is one of the most important in both
council areas.

June date for
consultation
on hospitals
PEOPLE should get their say on a
controversial hospital shake-up in
June, a health chief has said.
Simon Wright, chief executive of

the trust which runs Shropshire’s
two main hospitals, says that if the
Future Fit consultation does not take
place then the county risks losing out
on funding for its plans.
The hospital chief said a consul-

tation in June would allow for a
decision on the plans to be taken in
September.
He said: “The public are exhausted

by all the delays in this process.
There is certainly no reason why the
public consultation into Future Fit
cannot take place in June.
“The window for opportunity for

change will only stay open for so
long. Change has been needed for a
very long time now. If we don’t take
this opportunity now it will be years
and years before we can bid again.
“I don’t know if we will be able to

keep all our services if that happens.
“We hope to close the public con-

sultation in August and make a deci-
sion in September in the knowledge
that we have all the feedback and
information available.”
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Blaze victim
is airlifted
to hospital
A TEENAGER had to be airlifted to
hospital after receiving burns across
his hand, leg and foot in Wellington.
A crew flew out of RAF Cosford

after reports of a house fire in Lyle
Court at about 11.45am on Tuesday.
Shropshire Fire and Rescue said

that it had caused significant dam-
age to the property and that it began
with a grill pan in the kitchen.
Craig Jackson, fire watch man-

ager, said: “The fire involved a chip
pan. A 19-year-old male has been
flown to the Queen Elizabeth hospi-
tal in Birmingham with burns.
“It’s quite serious damage to the

flat, crews managed to contain it to
the room of origin using a hosereel
jet. We will visit all residents later to
give them advice.
“There’s been a few chip pan fires,

we recommend people use electric
ones with a thermostat.
“Chip pans can be very dangerous.
“The crews have done really well

with a quick response to contain the
fire and make sure residents were
safe. The property was fitted with a
smoke alarm.”
Two fire crews were sent from

Wellington, as well as an operations
officer.

Viking raids hearts
and record books

HE was aiming for a world-re-
cord-breaking time in the London
Marathon – but that didn’t stop
Paul Richards from stopping to help
a fellow runner who was struggling.
The runner from Wellington has

attracted praise after he was seen
helping another competitor who
had become unwell.
The 29-year-old, who works for

highways contractor Amey, was
aiming to break the Guinness World
Record for the fastest marathon
dressed as a Viking, as well as rais-
ing money for the charity Mind.
But that didn’t stop his Good Sa-

maritan deed – and he still managed
to break the record. Paul, a member
of Telford Athletic Club, said: “I

saw a lad on the floor, I picked him
up and helped him to walk a bit. I
gave him a bit of a hand because he
was obviously struggling.”
Mr Richards was aiming to beat

the record of three hours and 12
minutes on Sunday. And he shaved
off nine minutes, finishing it in
three hours and three minutes.
He said: “There were crowds all

the way round, it was a good at-
mosphere. It was just really hot and
in my costume it was even hotter.
Every time I got to a water station
I threw it over my head to try and
cool down.”
To add a donation to Paul’s fund-

raising, visit justgiving.com/fund
raising/Paul-Richards51.

Paul Richards from Telford has won a place in the Guinness Book
of Records by running the fastest marathon dressed as a Viking

A marathon effort
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Mother’s bid for
life-saving op
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